UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY

PARENTS ASSOCIATION

OF

CONNECTICUT AND WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

Minutes from February 10, 2008 
at the home of
Rob & Lenore Robillard, Bristol, CT
Opening:  Meeting was called to order at approximately 4:00 pm by Rob & Lenore Robillard.
In attendance were:

Rob & Lenore Robillard, Parents of Lauren ‘07, Nicole ‘09, Amanda ‘11 & Alicia Robillard ‘11

June Petit, parent of new appointee Alex Petit ‘12

Sue Pedersen, parent of Ken Pedersen ‘08
Susan & Carl Zenecy, parents of Philip ‘08 and Greg Zenecy ‘04

Carol Lothrop, parent of Shannon Utrilla ‘04

Sharon & Adrian Utrilla, parents of Jameson Utrilla ‘08

Kari & Fred Taylor, parents of Drew Taylor ‘11

Chris & Becky Hood, parents of Greg Cappuzo‘10
Joan & Harvey Goodman, parents of Mark ‘08

Diane Rasweiller & Johannes Richter, parents of Rebecca Rasweiller-Richter ‘10

Cadet Updates

First topic discussed was cadet updates.  Information about past graduates, cadets, and a new appointee were shared.
Web-site

The Ct and Western Mass Parents Club website was designed several years ago by Joe Mutari.

It was created to provide information for new recruits. It requires some updating and currently is displaying “under construction”. Carol Lothrop will contact Joe regarding status of web-site. Kaki Taylor has volunteered to update the current web-site or develop new site.
Association Involvement, Communication & Meeting Sites
A discussion was held on ways to increase association involvement. Topics discussed were:

Assigning parents of 1st and/or 2nd degree cadets to contact new appointees and parents to discuss any questions and concerns they have and mentor them through the first year process.
Parents Associations of military academies on the east coast generally have fewer members and less participation than associations in other areas of the country. We talked about touching base with other groups with higher participation to see how they increase involvement.
Meeting sites were discussed. Having meetings at member homes was favored over public meeting areas due to the more personal setting. Attendance would be more enticing if locations were centrally located.
We would like to keep better communication with alumni parents.  Association will try to have one “Alumni” meeting each year in April to encourage alumni involvement. Alumni’s can provide much appreciated information about military experiences and contacts to whom and where we can send care packages to. 
Appointee Brunch

Appointee brunch will be on June 8th at the Grassmere Country Club in Enfield.  Lenore Robillard has offered to help organize this event but more volunteers are needed. Carol Lathrop volunteered to make brochures. The speaker for this event has yet to be determined. 
Officers & Committees
Election of officers will be held at the next meeting.  The Robillards have held the position of “President” through 2004, 2005 and 2007. This position will be open for 2008. Please consider volunteering for officer positions. Transition will take place at appointee brunch in June. 

  
Committee for tailgates:  There will be two tailgates to organize.  Parents weekend football game, August 30, 2008, and Air Force vs. Army on November 1, 2008. Committee must be up by April.

Raffle

AOG has donated several items to the Parents Association. One of these being “Spirit in Flight” book.  The book and other items will be raffled at next meeting. 

Support Groups
We discussed ways in which we could support our troops.  One such program called to Adopt a Soldier is called “Soldier’s Angel’s”, www.soldiersangels.org .  It’s a program connecting Americans to deployed soldiers in which we can provide support by sending care packages. There was some discussion that our Parent’s Association could adopt a unit connected to our own Alumni and send “share packages” of cookies, candy, popcorn balls, etc. We also discussed donating frequent flyer miles to a military cause.

Parents Weekend
Susan Zenecy will reserve a block of ten rooms for Parents Weekend.
The Democratic National convention will be in Denver on Parents Weekend.

Graduation 

Book flights for graduation as soon as possible.  United Airlines or US Airways will be implementing a luggage rule charging an extra $25.00 for a second checked bag. If your graduate has a lot of things to return home all airline tickets booked prior to this luggage rule will be exempt, also military may be exempt, check with your carrier.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Sue Pedersen
